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Introduction




Background




At point of sale, item material and weight was recorded by one of the
volunteers at the till. During the weighing, volunteers engaged customers,
explaining the research, and outlining the benefits of second hand and
stating why Remake were conducting the research. Generally, customers
were receptive to the research, and engaging positively in conversations.
Using two online tools, data was inputted manually into the relevant
spreadsheets and calculators. Totals were then calculated, checked, and
collated.

Not all items were specified in the two calculators, and some items had to
be substituted for others (e.g. metals were grouped together), this obviously
detracts from the overall accuracy of the exact numbers but the aim was
not to arrive at an accurate figure but rather an estimate that could give a
picture of the savings made during retail hours. This doesn’t include items
donated / received by Remake, only those sold to customers.

Tools used

Aeress’ (Spanish Association of Recovery of Social and Solidarity Economy)
reuse calculator (http://reutilizayevitaco2.aeress.org/en/) and Zero Waste
Scotland’s Reuse Calculator.
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The exercise provided a useful way to estimate the CO2 savings for Remake
Scotland’s sales in the period noted. The figures collected will provide a valuable
piece of evidence in arguing the case for increasing the capacity of circular economy
organisations, and for a wider rollout of reusing, repairing and buying second hand
across all aspects of society.
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